IV. THE FACT DESCRIBED

We have now arrived at the concluding verses of the first main section of the epistles, which we entitled “RIGHTEOUS NEEDED BY SINFUL MEN.” Paul has shown how ALL MEN are  under sin. The Jew thought that they were exempted from this indictment because they were of the  chosen race. Paul, however, showed that the advantage which they had in being the recipients of the oracles of God, as well as other divinely provided privileges, did not give them the right to sin without penalty. He condenses all that has been said up to this point in a summary pronouncement (vs. 9); followed by a number of Old Testament references providing Scriptural proof of universal sinfulness (vs. 10-18); and concluding with a solemn verdict of guilt on the whole human race (vs. 19,20).

(1) SUMMARY PRONOUNCEMENT  (Vs. 9)

       Vs. 9 – “What then? Are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before



         proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin.” 

        JBP – “Are we Jews then a march ahead of other men? By no means. For I have shown 

       above that that all men from Jews to Greeks are under the condemnation of 


       sin.”

        NEB – “What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all: For we have already 


        formulated the charge that Jews and Greeks alike are all under the power of 
 

        sin.”

Paul sums up what has been said to this point. The Jews have advantage (3:1, 2; 9:4, 5), but in character are no better than the Gentiles. They have sinned against their superior light in the same manner as the Gentiles have sinner against their lesser light. The end result being that they are ALL UNDER SIN.


This is the first of about 50 occurrences of the word sin  in the Roman epistle. The word under means, in the power of, under the authority of. We see the meaning of the word under in the case of the centurion who said “I have soldiers UNDER me: and I say to this man...go, and he goeth; and to another, come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this and he doeth it” (Matt. 8:9). All men who are not in a right relationship with God are under the command and control of sin, and powerless in themselves to break its authority over them.

(2) SCRIPTURAL PROOF (Vs. 10-18)

Paul now reaches into the oracles which had been given to the Jew to show that they teach the universal sinfulness of men. Verses 10-12 are from Ps. 14 and 53; verse 13 is from Ps. 5:9;  verse 14 is from Ps. 10:7; verses 15-17 are from Isa. 59:7, 8; and verse 18 is from Ps. 36:1.


a) SIN IN HUMAN CHARACTER  (Vs. 10-12)






1. NEGATIVE (Vs. 10-12)





1) “Their is none righteous, no, not one.” No man is capable of producing a righteousness which is acceptable to God. This is universally true and admits of no exception!




2) “There is none that understandeth.” Man, apart from the regenerating life of God is incapable of a spiritual discernment of divine things (I Cor. 2:14). As an animal cannot understand the things of a man , so men cannot understand the things of God.”




3) “There is none that seeketh after God.” “Not one who seeks God, God seeks men:  seeking God includes all those exercises of desire, worship, and obedience, which are the result of having spiritual discernment. When Adam realized he had sinned, he and Eve HID THEMSELVES  from the presence of the Lord. (Gen. 3:8) So Adam’s race is hiding from, not hunting for God!





4) “There is none that doeth good, no, not one.” In terms of righteousness, no man is capable of doing good. Such goodness as he claims to perform is a relative goodness which has to do with human standards.



2) POSITIVE (Vs. 12)




1) “They are all gone out of the way.” “All have swerved from the right path” (MON). When men take any other path than the path of righteousness,” they have taken the wrong path. Man is either in the way of the Lord” or out of the way.” “All we like sheep have tuned everyone to HIS OWN WAY”  (Isa. 53:6).




2) “They are together become unprofitable.” They have become utterly useless” (Berk.). “This word translated unprofitable was used by the Greeks concerning rotten fruit, milk gone sour, or whatever was utterly, irrevocably bad, and therefore useless.”



 b) SIN IN HUMAN CONDUCT (Vs. 13-18)




1. IN WORD (Vs. 13, 14)





1) “Their throat is an open sepulchre.” “Their talk is foul and filthy like the stench from an open grave (Tay.). “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speakest”  (Matt. 12:334). What comes out in human speech reveals the condition of the character. Whatever comes out of the unregenerate heart bears the stench of spiritual death.




2) “With their tongues they have used deceit. They are treacherous with their tongues” (Moff.) Deceptive words mask the true intent of the heart so as to gain dishonest advantage.




3) “The poison of asps is under their lips.” “Everything they say has in it the sting and poison of deadly snakes”” (Tay.) The fangs of a deadly serpent lie, ordinarily, folded back in its upper jaw, but when it throws up its head to strike, those hollow fangs drop down, and when the serpent bites, he fangs press a sack of deadly poison hidden under its lips at the root, thus injecting the venom into the wound. You and I were born with moral poison sacks like this. How descriptive of the pain and death that men inflict with their malignant speech.




4) “Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.”  Here the mouth is seen a channel full of corruption pouring forth the contents of a wicked and bitter heart.



2. IN DEED (Vs. 15-28)





1) “Their feet are swift to shed blood.” “They are quick to kill” (Tay.). “On the slightest provocation they commit murder. The life of their fellow-man is as nothing in their estimation, in comparison with the gratification of their pride or malice.”





2) ”Destruction and misery are in their ways.” “Wherever they go they leave misery and trouble behind them” (Tay.). Such is the environment which sin creates.




3) “The way of peace have they not known.” The “way of peace is the way that leads to peace.” The strife, war, and turmoil which characterize the history of the human race underlines this divine description.”





4) “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” “They care nothing about God nor what He thinks of them” (|Tay.). It is not uncommon to hear men speak disparagingly of God and boastfully declare their independence of His government and interests.





It is a terrible picture which the apostle has painted with the use of the inerrant Scriptures. One can hear the protests of some who say that it is too severe. It is true that all of these things may no be manifest in everyone, but all of these things are in the unregenerate heart and capable of being expressed at any time. “Some, even the most of them, may remain latent in many men; but they all exist in germ in the selfishness and natural pride of the ego, and the least circumstance may cause them to pass into the active state, when the fear of God does not govern the heart.”



3. SOLEMN VERDICT (Vs. 19, 20)





The Jew would be inclined to say that these awful things applied to the Gentiles only. Paul anticipates this and reminds the Jews that the things he had quoted were from their own law.” He uses the word law  here in reference to the Old Testament Scriptures. The Jews claimed to be subject to these Scriptures. The Jew claimed to be subject to these Scriptures, therefore such Scriptures spoke to them “who are under the law.” Now if this was true of faithless Jews it was certainly true of wicked Gentiles, the result being that EVERY MOUTH MAY BE STOPPED AND ALL THE WORLD MAY BECOME GUILTY BEFORE GOD.




Whatever men may think of themselves and their conduct in relation to one another is one thing, what they are and do BEFORE GOD is something else. The divine verdict is GUILTY. The evidence is all in and has been scrupulously considered by God. When presented by God “every mouth is stopped.  So universal is man’s violation of God’s law that no one may have anything to say in self-defence (NEB).




Since man has universally violated the law of God, “by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified in His sight.” If one is going to attempt to be right with God by obeying the law he must obey it completely and without fail. This one no one can do. Therefore, as a way of being right with God, it holds out no hope to man. As we shall see later, there is a better way.




Men are inclined to establish their own standards and codes which will accommodate their conduct. However, God judges us by HIS LAW. It is by HIS LAW that men have the knowledge of sin.”  The word knowledge here is the word that indicates inspired revelation. The Scriptures give us the divine revelation as to what sin is to God. B this law men shall be judged and not by their own lesser codes.





This section ends by showing that man is without the righteousness that God requires. If he is to have a righteousness that will be acceptable to God, it must come from outside of himself.

We have dealt with the NEGATIVE side up to this point. Starting with the next lesson, we will deal with the POSITIVE side! The best is yet to come!!!
